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Maho Kubota Gallery is pleased to present The Last Day of Summer, a solo exhibition by 
Gideon Rubin, starting April 7, 2023. This is the artist’s first solo exhibition in Japan and will 
feature eleven new paintings. 
 
In his paintings rendered on linen canvas, light stops over the subject. Because Gideon Rubin’s 
paintings are created using a very limited painterly language, viewers initially take in the entire 
piece without being distracted by details, but the eye unconsciously seeks out the light. While 
viewers may hope to put off the point at which their line of sight slips into the folds of shadow, 
it is utterly impossible for them to resist the invitation to the visual pleasure that Rubin’s 
paintings emit. 

Gideon Rubin 
The Last Day of Summer 
 
2023年 4月 7日（金）-5月 20日（土） 

 
 
White Dress, 2023, Oil on canvas, 40.5 x 45.5cm 
©Gideon Rubin / MAHO KUBOTA GALLERY 
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It is easy to see the influence of the vintage photos that Rubin says he used to collect. Even 
when his art depicts the present, it seems to be clearly indicating a fate that can never be 
rendered with paint (because the subject has already become a thing of the past by the time 
the artist uses his brush). Viewing a painting of a person rendered with minimal elements̶the 
image of a person in some unknown country doing something unknown, having lived some 
unknown life̶allows viewers to superimpose their own memories onto the scene, and 
reservedly let their feelings slide in too. Within this simple, pure, and young world, which is 
somehow incomplete, somehow missing something, silently arises a universal mythology that 
excludes no one at all. 
 
Gideon Rubin’s latest work takes inspiration from The Last Day of Summer̶an icon of Polish 
cinema directed by Tadeusz Konwicki. Taking stills from the film as the starting point, Rubin 
has produced a new body of work; reinterpreting the quiet, contemplative scenes in paint̶the 
black & white frames transformed into painterly technicolor. 
 
Understated and poetic, Konwicki’s The Last Day of Summer presents an ambiguous and 
open-ended scene, much like those in Rubin’s own work, where extraneous details are edited 
and erased, leaving only what is essential. As film critic Robert Birkholc describes in his post 
about the film, “We don’t know the names of the heroes, nor their pasts̶the dialogues are 
sparse and the plot exists only partially̶but from their gestures, glances and fragmentary 
sentences we may glean some information.”（"The Last Day of Summer ‒ Tadeusz Konwicki" 
by Robert Birkholc） 
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Exhibition Overview 
Gideon Rubin The Last Day of Summer 
April 7 - May 20, 2023 
 
Closed on SUN, MON and National Holidays 
 
Maho Kubota Gallery 
2-4-7 Jingumae Shibuya-ku Tokyo Japan 
tel +81 (0)3-6434-7716 
https://www.mahokubota.com/en/  
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Gideon Rubin 
1999   BFA, School of Visual Arts, New York 
2002   MFA, Slade School of Fine art, University College, London 
 
Selected Exhibitions 
2022  “Red Boys and Green Girls”: Hosfelt Gallery, San Francisco 
2021  “Forthcoming”: Ryan Lee, New York 
2020  “NOF”: Gideon Rubin and Eldar Farber, The Rubin Museum, Tel Aviv 
2020  “Gideon Rubin”, Galleria Monica de Cardenas, Milan 
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    Couple on the Beach, 2023, Oil on canvas, 95 x 95cm  
    ©Gideon Rubin / MAHO KUBOTA GALLERY 
 
 

 

MiG, 2023, Oil on canvas, 50.5 x 41cm 
©Gideon Rubin / MAHO KUBOTA GALLERY 

 


